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Miami Businesswoman Achieves National Recognition 

Mercedes LaPorta’s plans never include heading north in the winter. But this week she 
had a very special reason to show off her best winter outfit: she was invited for the first 
time to the White House on account of being a star businesswoman of the Women’s 
Business Enterprise National Council (WBENC). 
LaPorta, president of Mercedes Electric Supply in Miami, is one of 14 women selected 
nationwide by WBENC this year to receive its prestigious Business Stars award, at its 
annual gala dinner on March 23 in Washington, D.C., before more than 800 guests. 
“It is a great opportunity to recognize their individual accomplishments, which symbolize 
the success being achieved by millions of businesswomen nationwide,” said Susan Bari, 
president of WBENC, when she announced the winners. 
In addition, the group of businesswomen had the opportunity to attend a meeting in the 
White House prior to the ceremony in the National Museum, at which Alan Hubbard, 
economic advisor to President George W. Bush, analyzed the state of the nation’s 
economy and Social Security reform. 
“It has been an exceptional trip. It is the first time that I’ve been invited to the White 
House and that I receive such a high recognition from the WBENC,” stated LaPorta. 
Born in Havana, LaPorta emigrated from Cuba to the United States in 1961 with some 
relatives. From that time, at the age of six, she went to live in Chicago, where her parents 
arrived a few months later. 
“My father always had businesses in Havana, and as soon as he’d saved up a few dollars 
[after arriving in the United States], he opened a grocery store. I started working there 
when I was 13,” LaPorta recounted. 
More than 26 years ago, when she married Victor LaPorta, who worked at that time for 
Sylvania, she began to develop an idea for a business. “I couldn’t take the cold anymore, 
and, besides, we knew that Miami was going to grow quickly,” she recalled. 
But the opportunity did not present itself until Sylvania decided to expand its operations 
to Miami. Once they were in the city, they founded Mercedes Electric, exclusive 
representative of that company, with headquarters for North America in Massachusetts. 
Mercedes Electric, which is celebrating its 26th anniversary, went from being a small 
distributor of Sylvania light bulbs to a company that offers complete lighting services. 
Today, it operates out of a 30,000-square foot building, located at 8550 NW South River 
Drive, Miami, and has 43 employees. 
Annual revenue surpasses $20 million, thanks to the fact that its client portfolio includes 
the likes of the American Airlines Arena, the Federal Law Enforcement Building, Miami 
International Airport and Nevada’s Nellis Air Force Base. 
Last year, LaPorta joined the WBENC affiliate in Miami, and after receiving her 
certification she started doing business with major corporations, such as Office Depot. 
Today, she helps other small businesswomen achieve WBENC certification. 
This role in the organization’s forum, added to her involvement in other not-for-profit 
entities, such as Goodwill Industries, the Diabetes Foundation and the Greater Miami 
Chamber of Commerce, were decisive factors in her being recognized by the WBENC. 
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THE FACE OF TODAY: Mercedes LaPorta 

Businesswoman Mercedes La Porta is one of 14 women selected nationwide to receive 
the prestigious Business Stars award, given out by the Women’s Business Enterprise 
National Council (WBENC). 
LaPorta, president of Mercedes Electric Supply in Miami, emigrated from Cuba to the 
United States in 1961 with some relatives. From that time, at the age of six, she went to 
live in Chicago, where her parents arrived a few months later.
She and her husband, Victor LaPorta, founded Mercedes Electric, exclusive 
representative of Sylvania in Miami. 
The firm went from being a small distributor of Sylvania light bulbs to a company that 
offers complete lighting services, with an annual revenue in excess of $20 million. 
Last year, LaPorta joined the WBENC affiliate in Miami, and after receiving her 
certification she started doing business with major corporations, such as Office Depot. 
Today, she helps other small businesswomen achieve WBENC certification. 
Mercedes LaPorta is truly a star businesswoman. 


