h‘ﬁdﬂﬂ—nm_ _‘.ﬂ

MONEDA

Empresaria de Miami logra reconocimiento nacional

ELEHA KEMNY
B M Herald

F &l poFte en inviermn unca enira

«n Ins planes de Merosdes LaParta.
Pero esta semana fava in metive
muy especial para huclr sus mejores
mesdalns de imviernio: fue invitada por
primert vez a la Cosa Blam por ser
una empresaris estpella de s ongami-
zachon Women's Business Enterprise
Martinnnl Coumeil {WBERCL

LaPorta, presidenta de Mervedes
Eleciric Supply en Miami, es una de
Ina 14 mujeres de todo ol paks que
selecciondg WHERNC esie afo para
enlregarles su pregtigioss premio
Business Stars, #n su gala anoal e =1
de marzo en Washimgton, DLC., anie
mais de B invilados.

“Es una gran apartunddad para
recaldicnr sus propios logros, gque
simbalizan el fxilo qoe estin alcan-
fande millones &e empresarias a s
Inrgn del pats™, dijo Susan Har, pre
sidentn de WHENC, cuamdo amuncis
a Las panadoras.

Ademia, 8l grupe de empresarias

Tl
TR IUJNEA N

fuver I aporiunidad e asistir 5 un
encuentre en la Casa Blanca antes
del homenaje en el Matiooal
Mlasewm, =n el cual Alsn Hubbakd,
aseser ecoimico del presidents
Georpe W, Bush, analisd &) estado de
In econmmia nocional ¥ L reforma al
Separo Social

“Hia =iido un viaje exeepeinnal. Pri-
meera ver qui me inviton o la Casa
Blanca v gue mecibo Gn allo recoboc-
mietito de WHEEMC™, dije LaPoria,

Macidn on La Habann, LaPoria
emipgre en 1961 de Cuba a Estados
[Fnddos ain eos parienies. Desde ess
mmente, 8 1o edad de 8 atos, fue a
vivir a Chicago, adonde [legaron
poras mesed despais gus progeniie-
(15N
“BL padre sipmpre Vo Epneios
en La Habanea, v apenas abornd unoes
pesos [Iras Hegar & EELTLT, Dandi ime
thendda Ao abarrotes. Ahl empece a
trabajar desde los 13 agoes™, conld
LaFiris
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MEACEDES LaPOATA, presidanta de Marcades Elasire Supply Co., una de las 14 migenes de fodo ol pais ganadara
Stars, de ks ceganizacidn WBEMNC,

esin ano del prestigioso premio Business

Haee mias de 265 anos, cuando
formi su hopgar con Viclar LaPorta,
quiiet n oo ehboices trabajaba on s
companin Sylvania, comens a idear
un mepocio, Mo podia mbs con el
ek, v adlotnds sahlamos que Miami
I B crecer ripidamente”, recondi.

Pera la oportunidad no se pre-
senid hasta gue Svlvanis decidic
ektender aias oporachones: n Miami, v
una vex en In cindad fundaron Meroe
des Electric, repressntants exclusive
dle pain compania, com sede para Ror-
teamidrica &n Massachusetis

Mereedes Eleciric, que esid cele-

brande sis 26 afos, pase de der un
e distringder de bombillos
Svivanin o nna compafiin gue ofrece
servicios completos en Duminacion
How opers on un sdileio de 50,000
pies cuadradas con 43 empleados, en
Bl W South River Drive, MEami.

Lios Inpgresos aniiales siman mas
e E30 m il ks, Eracias o emor en su
eartera de clicndes & la Arena Ameri
can Airlines, Federal Law Enlarce
menl Building. Adropiaerto [terna-
chomel de Miamd v Bellis A Foroe en
Mewadn.

El a0 pasada, LaPorls se Gikd a
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Ia Mikal de WHEND en Miaml, ¥ tras
lograr su certificacion comenzs a
hacer negocios con grandes corpor-
chores copno (TR Deput, Ahora, alla
avuila n dras pequeting CMpresarias
a lograr o certificaciin de WREMC.

Este papel e el e e 1o orga-
nizacitn, mis «u participacion o
olras entilades sin fines de locro
coma Woodlwill Indwstries, Dinkales
Fauwndation ¥ Chmara de Comercho
dnl Gran Miami, fueron decisivos
para su reconocimiento en WEERC.
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Miami Businesswoman Achieves National Recognition

Mercedes LaPorta’s plans never include heading north in the winter. But this week she
had a very special reason to show off her best winter outfit: she was invited for the first
time to the White House on account of being a star businesswoman of the Women’s
Business Enterprise National Council (WBENC).

LaPorta, president of Mercedes Electric Supply in Miami, is one of 14 women selected
nationwide by WBENC this year to receive its prestigious Business Stars award, at its
annual gala dinner on March 23 in Washington, D.C., before more than 800 guests.

“It is a great opportunity to recognize their individual accomplishments, which symbolize
the success being achieved by millions of businesswomen nationwide,” said Susan Bari,
president of WBENC, when she announced the winners.

In addition, the group of businesswomen had the opportunity to attend a meeting in the
White House prior to the ceremony in the National Museum, at which Alan Hubbard,
economic advisor to President George W. Bush, analyzed the state of the nation’s
economy and Social Security reform.

“It has been an exceptional trip. It is the first time that I’ve been invited to the White
House and that I receive such a high recognition from the WBENC,” stated LaPorta.
Born in Havana, LaPorta emigrated from Cuba to the United States in 1961 with some
relatives. From that time, at the age of six, she went to live in Chicago, where her parents
arrived a few months later.

“My father always had businesses in Havana, and as soon as he’d saved up a few dollars
[after arriving in the United States], he opened a grocery store. I started working there
when I was 13,” LaPorta recounted.

More than 26 years ago, when she married Victor LaPorta, who worked at that time for
Sylvania, she began to develop an idea for a business. “I couldn’t take the cold anymore,
and, besides, we knew that Miami was going to grow quickly,” she recalled.

But the opportunity did not present itself until Sylvania decided to expand its operations
to Miami. Once they were in the city, they founded Mercedes Electric, exclusive
representative of that company, with headquarters for North America in Massachusetts.
Mercedes Electric, which is celebrating its 26™ anniversary, went from being a small
distributor of Sylvania light bulbs to a company that offers complete lighting services.
Today, it operates out of a 30,000-square foot building, located at 8550 NW South River
Drive, Miami, and has 43 employees.

Annual revenue surpasses $20 million, thanks to the fact that its client portfolio includes
the likes of the American Airlines Arena, the Federal Law Enforcement Building, Miami
International Airport and Nevada’s Nellis Air Force Base.

Last year, LaPorta joined the WBENC affiliate in Miami, and after receiving her
certification she started doing business with major corporations, such as Office Depot.
Today, she helps other small businesswomen achieve WBENC certification.

This role in the organization’s forum, added to her involvement in other not-for-profit
entities, such as Goodwill Industries, the Diabetes Foundation and the Greater Miami
Chamber of Commerce, were decisive factors in her being recognized by the WBENC.
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el rostro de hoy

a empresaria Mercedes
LaPaorta es una de las 14
mujeres seleccionadas en todo

el pais para recibir el presti-
gioso premio Business Stars,
que otorga la organizacion
Women's Business Enterprise
Mational Council (WBEMC,

LaPorta, presidenta de
Mercedes Electric Supply en
Miami, emigrd en 1961 de
Cuba a Estados Unidos con
Unos parientes,

Desde e2e momento, a la
edad de 6 anos, fue a vivira
Chicago, adonde legaron
POCnS meses Jespes 51U pro-
senlbores,

Ella v su esposo, Yictor
LaPorta, fundaron Meroedes
Electric, representante exciu
sivo de Svlvania en Miami.

La Mirma pasd de ser un
pequeno distribuidor de bom-
billos S¥lvania a una compa
nia gque offrece servicios com-
pletos en itluminacion y tiens
Inpresos anuales de mas de S
millones.

El ano pasado, LaPorta se
unid a la filial de WBEMNC en
Muami, v tras lograr su certifi-
cacion comenszd a hacer nego-
cios con grandes corporacio-
nes como Ofice Depot

Ahora, ella avuda a otras
pequUenas empresarias a
lograr la certificacion de
WBENC.

Mercedes LaPorta es toda
una empresaria estralla,

PEDRO PORTAL / El Nuave Herald
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THE FACE OF TODAY: Mercedes LaPorta

Businesswoman Mercedes La Porta is one of 14 women selected nationwide to receive
the prestigious Business Stars award, given out by the Women’s Business Enterprise
National Council (WBENC).

LaPorta, president of Mercedes Electric Supply in Miami, emigrated from Cuba to the
United States in 1961 with some relatives. From that time, at the age of six, she went to
live in Chicago, where her parents arrived a few months later.

She and her husband, Victor LaPorta, founded Mercedes Electric, exclusive
representative of Sylvania in Miami.

The firm went from being a small distributor of Sylvania light bulbs to a company that
offers complete lighting services, with an annual revenue in excess of $20 million.
Last year, LaPorta joined the WBENC affiliate in Miami, and after receiving her
certification she started doing business with major corporations, such as Office Depot.
Today, she helps other small businesswomen achieve WBENC certification.

Mercedes LaPorta is truly a star businesswoman.



